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Shirtwaist and Skirt
Threatens Complete
of Land of the Chei
IS the "uglification" of Japan about

to be completed?
Thirty years after the tlirEt effort

to make European dress the cos-

tume of the country for women as

vell as men, a movement which lasted
three years to a violent reaction, it is
again decreed that the kimono of old
Japan must be discarded.

Somehow, it seems like the obliteration
of a nationality to think of the slant-
eyed beauties of Nippon exchanging
their polite greetings at the Feast of
the Cherry Blossoms or under the blos-
soming -istaria in shirtwaists or blouses
or middies and the unbeautiful skirt at

western civilization.
Something is to be taken from the

glamour of the orient if the beautifully
brocaded garments so daintily and be-
coningly worn by the daughters of the
Samurai is to disappear. Even the cheap
cotton kimono of the coolie class seemus
to suggest the art which is so large a part
of the Japanese daily life.

Would alluring little Cho Cho San
have radiated the charm which enticed
the American, Pinkerton, from standards
taught and absorbed in his boyhood and
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ern clothes was dated
November 1, 1886,
when an edict was
published that govern-
ment officials should
wear European dress
on duty. Cognizant
change, wives and
daughters of t h e
nobility of Japan many months before or-
dere I European street an evenin, gowns
from Berlin and Paris establishments.
And at an imperial ball on the date
named they presented themselves for in
first time in western garments.
From the first the innovation was un-

popular even with those who led the rev-
olution. The average Japanese woman
was almost the physical equal of her
mate. Hier clothing. free of restriction,
had helped much in this result. But with
corsets and with tight shoes replacing
the sandals of other days came the evils
which follow the allegiance to "style.*'

In 1889 the reaction came, and it was
as complete as it was sudden. Leaders
in official and civilian life appeared in the
silken kimonos of their mothers and
grandmothers. And Tapan was once
more Japan. In this period Japan wa
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But a reform that proceeds out of ttte
pr ~ile themselves r-arelv pro' okra re-
volt, If the men and women and boys
and girls of Japan show by submitting
designs In the contests that they recog-
nize a need for a change, the ov'eturning
of tradition will be accomplished without
protest.

Good-by Choc Cho San
Farewell Yum Yum.
Adieu old Japan.
Enter "nglletain'


